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PREFACE 


Higher education in India is, at present, mainly 
conducted in the mediinn of English literature. 
The students at our colleges study our classics and 
read oiir novels ; too often they fail to understand 
what they read, or to gather any pleasure from their 
reading, because they know nothing of the atmo- 
sphere, or setting, of English life. 

Those of us who have been brought up in English 
hoine.s do not appreciate, I fancy, the enormous 
difficulty that arises, in the study of western 
literature, from the ab.sence of any personal ac- 
quaintance with the scener)', the customs and the 
life of the west. This little Ijook is an attempt to 
supply a substitute, however inadequate, for a visit 
to England, by means of illustrations of typical 
English scenery, and a brief description of England 
under certain aspects. 

It is intended primarily for the upper forms of 
Indian schools, but may, perhaps, prove useful 
even to the younger of our University students. 



It. is impossible, in spnee so limited, to present nny- 
tliing like n fnll picture of English life. This is 
merely n rangli sketch, a makcshilib till something 
more worthy be written on the subject. 


S. G. D. 
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FIRST niPBESSIOXS 


SIosT travellers to England from the east will 
approach it fn>m the continent of Europe. xVflcr 
nearly a ihiy'a journej' in the tniin from the .•ilioras 
of the Mediternmenu they Und thcinselves at ln.>it 
at Culni.s. and there go aboard one of tlic channel 
steamers for the fifty ininntc.*<' crossing to Dover. 
From the French const, if the day be clear, one can 
sec the clifis of England ; but if there is much mud 
the crossing may be very unpleasant, ns the sen 
soon becomes rougti in clicsc narrow stniits. But 
let us hope for fair weather and smootli water, and 
tiicu the, white cliffs of the English const and the 
green downs, ns tlio ronuded hills are called, will 
look beautiful in the sunlight The air is cool and 
refreshing; the giecn of the sen is restful to the 
eye; after the dust of the railways everything 
seems wonderfully dean. 

17ow we enter tlie great harbour, where ship.s of 
all sizes may take slieltcr from storms; several 
British warships lie at anchor, and we are rcniiiidcd 
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(•lint ns other countries must gimi-d their frontiers 
agiiinst possible invasion, so England must depend 
ujiou her navy to prevent foreign armies crossing 
tlic sea and lauding on her shores. As we look up 
to the top of the hills that stand above the hai'bonr 
we see, too, grant buildings whicli are forts, and 



bnrniuks for the soldiers, and we know that nil 
along licix' lire big guns placed in readiness for 
])ossildi' invasion. On our right, upon the top of 
a precipitous chalk hill, is Dover Castle, a very 
ancient building. The Romans had a light-house 
here and a station for their troops when they came 
over from Gaul, and ever since those days the 
])lncc has been strongly foi'rificd and garrisoned. 
On the left, to the south-west of the harbour, 
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rises a grent cliil' to \rbicli tlic name has.b^lr* 
given of “ Slinkcspcarc’s CliiT beennse in bis piny 
King Lear, Shakespeare describes n scene upon n 
“dread summit” near Dover, and tins is supposed 
to be the very bill of which be was thinking. 
In the play, Edgar is standing with the blind 
Gloucester on the top of the ebff, and this is bow 
^ he dcsciibcs the sight to bis sightless comiHiiiion : 

“ Como on, sir ; hora ’s the plncc : stand still, Hoir fairful 
And diny ’tis, to cost one’s eyes so low ! 

Hie craws and choughs that wing the midway air 
. : Show scareo so gross as beetles : half vay down 
Hangs one that gathers samphire, dreadful trade I 
Mctliiiiks lie seems no bigger than his head : 

The fishermen, that walk upon the beach. 

Appear like mice : and yrnid tall anchoring hark, 
-Diminish’d to her cock'; her cook, n buoy 
Almost too small for sight : the murmuring snig e. 

That on the nnniimbcr’d idle pebMcs chnfcis 
Cannot be heard so high. I ’ll look no more ; 

Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong.” 

For many centuries has Dover been the landing- 
place for viators to England, some of them unwel- 
come. We read in history how, in 141C, Duke 
Humphrey of Gloucester, constable of Dover Castle, 
met the Emperor Sigismund. He rode into the 
water with a sword in his band and obtained a 
promise from the Emperor, tliat if permitted to land 
be wonld not claim any jurisdiction in England. 
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More thnn once the town was ravaged by the 
French, while tlie English fleet was away in other 
parts of tlic coast, and at the time of the invasion 
of the Great Armada, we can imagine the trembling 
citijieiis ns tliey stood upon tlie cliffs and looked 
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across at the Spanish fleet followed by Drake and 
the English up the Channel. “ Never,'’ says Motley 
the historian, “since England was England, had 
such n sight been seen ns now revealed itself in 
those narrow straits between Dover and Calais. 
Along that low, sandy shore, and quite mthin 
the ningc of the Calais foitifications, one hundred 
and thirty Spanish ships — the greater number of 






Island could furnish, ^nd> -commanded by men 
whose exploits had-^uh^thrpngih the world.” We 
can imagine, too, their excitement and the gratitude 
they gave to God when the news 'came to them, 
how the small English vessels had beaten the' huge 
Spanish ships, and how these had been scattered 
and destroyed by a Adolent storm, i. v 
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/'Hero in Dover, at first setting foot on English 
soil, we find ourselves reminded, first, of a passage 
in Englisli literature and' then of a scene in English 
history. This is only natural, and as we go on 
through the country we shall see continually that 
the past is mingled with the present, and that 
we cannot hope to undersfeind the England of 
to-day without some knowledge of the England 
of the past, and the feelings of Engli.sh people as 
expressed in their literature. For there is no 
country in the world so full of historical memories 
and traditions as this England, and there arc no 
poets who have written so much about their own 
.sui-roundings and homes as English poets. So, 
on the other hand, acquaintance with the scenery, 
the physical features of the country, will help us 
to understand the thoughts and feelings expressed 
in hlnglish literature. If we cannot, from lack of 
time or money, tmvcl into distant countries our- 
selves, we may still read of them in books, and 
thus Icani more about the world of which our own 
di.stri(;t is only a small part. 

Now the .steamer has come alongside the landing- 
stage ; gaugway.s are slid dowm from it to the deck 
of the .steamer ; and down these porters run to carry 
our baggage up to the waiting train. It is a .scene 
of some confu.sion, but after a little while all the' 
various baggage is safely put in the train ; we take 
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it above the trees. These church towers are a cou- 
spicaons object in the landscape. In them ore hung 
the bellB whose pleasant sound wains the people 
of the hour for prayer; from them, in fomer days, 




of vofifotnbles nml clover; cxtcii»irc fruit- 
•jiinliMis ; and finally, nercs covered with green hops 
that ai-e trained up poles or along strings and Ariras 
and lo()k like Adnes. These arc found chiefly in 
Kent ; from them the beer AA'hich the people drink 
is made. . 

Ak aa’c pass along in the train aa'c arc struck by 
the peace and quietness of the countiy. Animals 
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grazing in the fields lift their heads lazilj- to look 
at the train ; people stop to watch it go by, and 
perhaps Avavc a hand in greeting; ?io])ody seems 
in a hiiiTj'. But as Ave are carried nearer Jjondon, 
everything changes. The green fields and quiet 



lanes give place to rows of liouses, blocks of fac- 
tories, and busy streets, full of cart.s and people, 
hurrying to and fro. For miles before we reach 
Charing Cro.ss, our tcrminu.s .station, we are in llie. 
midst of houses and the bu.sy life of the suburb.s ; 
here live the vast numbers of people of all classes 
whose work is in London, but for whom there 
are not enough houses in the city itself ; here arc 
factories and workshops, schools and hospitals. 
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Imndiecls of Imildiiigs, hnndrcds of cliimiic3's, hun- 
dreds (^f streets. Railway lints run in all directions, 
telegraph wires stretch along the railways and over 
the lionse-tops ; gi’cat board.s with advertisements 
meet our eyes wherever we look. Our train rattles 
over bi'idges and under arches ; now wc arc passing 
ovfi' a .street, now under one. Tlie brickwork 
beside the line looks dii-ty and black. Everywlierc 
is noi.se, .sinokc and .soot from the chimnc)'s. We 
feel tnnrii.sod and long for the cpiiet and rest of 
the green fields and woods. But we soon become 
intore.sted; the .scene begins to fascinate us. We 
think of the thon.sands of human beings in thc.se 
tiiiles (jf lioii.se.s. of their varied work, their aimi.se- 
ineiits and their sorrows Y^vo feel a thrill of sym- 
pathy a.s wc realise our eoininon humanity, a pang 
of appalling lonclinc.s.s as wc recall liow little, how 
very little one man know.s of another’s life; how 
small, how very small is our own part in the great 
world. 

^\'hat a wonderful jdacc is this London ! The 
centre of the British Empire, the heart of England, 
but more than that. Here men of every nationality 
find a home : here none need feel a stranger, for he 
may find countrymen of his own somewhere in 
London. To her markets is brought merchandise 
from every land ; from her factories goods are sent 
to ever}- city in the world. There is nothing that 
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3’^ou cannot bu}’^ in Loiulon ; there is nothing of 
A-alue that 3’ou may not sell there. Ami the arts and 
the sciences, the religions and the philosophies — 
they are all represented. Loudon is indeed cos- 
mopolitan — not a mere city of England, but the 
city of the world. 

Our journej* is nearly over ; we are passing over 
the Thames. The dark watei-s of the river swirl 
down beneath us under the arches of the bridge ; 
we see ships and barges, loading and unloading 
"their cargoes at the wharfs on the .south .side of the 
river behind us ; to our fiont we .sec on our right 
■ large hotels overlooking the river ; to our left our 
eyes turn at once to a massive building with a 
great cloek-towcv and many windows — the Houses 
of Parliament. We catch but a glimpse and then 
we find ourselves beneath the gla.ss roof, grimed 
with smoke, of Charing Cross Station. A iiortor 
in uniform finds our luggage ; we make our way 
through gi'oups of people waiting for trains ; we 
satisfy the Customs officials that there is nothing 
in our luggage on Avhich duty — a ta.v on certain 
article.s brought into the country — can be levied ; 
we jump into a cab or “taxi” — a motor car that 
may be hired at fixed prices jjer mile — and a]-e 
driven through the crowded streets to the hotel or 
lodging house where we intend to stay. 
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“OxK lliijig about IjOikIod inii)i'c»sas me beyond 
liny other sound 1 have ever heard,” snys an 
Anieriuaii writer, “and that is the low, unceasing 
i-oar one hears always in the air." All eities are 
noisy euiniMircd with the quiet of the country, but 
tliis rear of London traiHe and movement is pecu> 
liar to Tjondon. A.s one goes out into the streets 
one is at first distracted; in the roadway is a 
eonstant stream of carriages, carts, motor-cars, 
niotor-umnihusus — so called hccausc they arc " for 
all"; on the pavements, at the side, cier\-ds of 
peo])lc are perpi'lnally moving, some in eager haste, 
some loitering and lookiitg at the shop windows 
and the arlieles displayed therein. 

Let us join these idlers and wTinder .alorrg. 
And the first thing we notice is tlrat, in spite of 
the appaixMit confusion, tlici'c is really no disorder ; 
those motor-ears never collide; though there arc 
so many people aliout, thcr-e seems plenty of space 
for all. 'Hie ranson is that all obey rules. At 




16 


IN ENGLAND 


street comers you will see a single policeman in 
his blue uniform regulating tlie traffic: he holds 
up his hand and all the 
carriages stop. However 
high your rank may be, 
however important your 
business, you will have 
to wait till the policeman 
lowere his hand to show 
the way is clear again. 
Nobody grumbles ; all 
obey readily: the man 
represents authority. Sir 
Joseph Ward,Prime Min- 
ister of New Zealand, 
who visited England for 
the coronation of King 
George, comments thus 
upon the huge crowds 
that gathered to watch 
the royal procession pass : 
v>/“The oi'dcrlincss of the 
people ond their readi- 
ness to assist the authori- 
ties were alike astonishing. In no other country 
have tlio police fewer difficulties with tlie populace. 
Their control is notliing short of marvellous. 
saw one cou^'inciug example. At one part of the 
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route about two thoiiKind people were pressing 
foro-ard. Two moniitccl policemen i-otlc up and 
without raising their voices asked the throng to 
move back. Instantly they moved. In any oilier 
city the people would have murmured and de- 
manded a reason. Here thei-c was no question. 
Only instant obedience, and tliat, too, from an 
evident desire to assist the imlicc. 1 siippa<!e this 
ready obedience comes from their experience in the 
management of the vast tmfHc of the copitnl, wlicro 
movement would be dangerous and often impossible 
if tlic people did not obey oitlers. Nothing is too 
troublesome for your police. Their patience is inex- 
haustible, and thdr politcncas is proverbial. And 
the people recognise and appreciate these qualities, 
so that there is never any co nfli ct of authorityt^ '' *' 
The next thing we notice is the cxtraoidinaiy 
variety of tlie people. Men and women, rich niid 
poor, well-dressed and ragged, all pass along to- 
gether; here we see the keen intellqctunl face of 
a professional man, a lawyer or a journalist; there 
the bronzed face of a soldier ; bore the thin form 
and pale countonanco of a clerk or shopman ; tlicre 
the rough and evil-eyed criminal. Wc hear all 
kinds of languages spoken in the streets; a French- 
man passes us talking rapidly to his friend, a 
couple of Indian students, a German, a Greek — all 
brought to London by business or pleasure. 

I.& . B 
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Onr walk has taken us into Tra falgar Squ are— 
an open spacoj witli fountains and statues, '"chief 
among them, npon n high column, the statue of 
Nelson, whose gi’eat vietoiy of Ti-nfalgar ^ves its 
name to the square. On the north we sec a long 
building, which is tiic National Gallery, whore wo 
arc free to cuter and look at some of tlie finest 
pictuins in the world, lx>ught with public money or 
pinscntcd h}' rich men to be the property of the 
nation. In other parts of London rve may find 
similar buildings, open to all comers, full of all 
kinds of objects of interest, fmm pictures to stufled 
animals, from ancient relies to examples of the 
lalast mannfaotui'cs. The greatest of all these is 
the British ^Insoum, the national store-house for 
all manner of wonderful things brought fi^rm every 
quarter of the world. In its library, where students 
may read every day, ai-e to be found many rerc 
books, not to be seen elsewhere ; a copy of every 
book published in England must bo sent to this 
library, and so the collection is a very large ona - • 

To the south >vc sec a bioad road leading down 
to tlic Houses of Parliament and Westminster 
Ablwy; the buildings all the way down are 
Government offices, the India Office among them. 
West of this we look through an archway of stone 
and see a long avenue Banked with green trees, 
and at the end of it is Buckingham Palace, where 
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the King lives when he is in London. Tliis aven ue 
was constructed to do honour to the memory of the 
great Queen Victoria. All over London we may 
see buildings and statues eommemoratiug kings 
and famous men who have done' great service to 
the empire in their lives. So the present is bound 
up with the past; in the midst of the business of life 
we arc reminded of the great dead and their good 
deeds, and we go about our work with renewed 
vigour, determined to follow their splendid example. 

We are now in Pall Mall, one of the handsomest 
of London’s highways. It was celebrated in the 
eighteenth century for its taverns and coffee-houses, 
where literary men assembled to talk; Fox, Gibbon 
and Sheridan, Byron, Addison and Steele, all have 
passed up and down this street. Now the taverns 
and coffee-houses are all vanished, and in their place 
stand spacious clubs. Every gentleman in London, 
most in England, are members -of some club or 
other, whither they may go to meet their friends, 
to read the papers, or take a meal in greater quiet- 
ness than can be secured in the public restaurants 
and hotels. “Of the people you meet here, — 
elderly gentlemen vith nothing, perhaps, very re- 
markable about them, to outward view ; or smart 
young men, with well-polished boots and hats, and 
faultless dress-coats, — it is safe to say that a-fair 
number will have distinguished themselves in one 



LOKDOS 


21 


iwiy or nnother: either in tlio workiiijr of tlieir 
country's govcmiiicnl. or in tlic iioLt-iiig of tbcir 
country’s Ijftttles."* 

So wc pass tlie old St. Jauif»' Piilnce. with its 
diirk walls blaclcciicd by the smoko of fciitnries. up 
St. James’ Street, with more clubs on citlior side of 
us, into Piocadilly with its fiishionublc shops, hotels, 
and chibs. Hci'e you may meet nuinliei's of well- 
dressed men niid women stnilling out in the morn- 
ing or going round the shops making pin-chnscs ; 
for in this quarter, Bond Stieet and Regent Street, 
are the best know'n sho]xs in Europe. Here may 
ladies buy wonderful silks niid laces, hots nud 
gowns, diamonds and ornaments of gold and 
precious stones; the shops display their goods in 
the most tempting manner in the u-imlows, and 
one would need untold wealth to buy all the lovely 
things one see8.v 

But we arc still going west along Piccadilly, with 
n giucn park on our left, whei-e tlie grass and trees 
form a pleasing contrast to the brickwork all round 
us; on our right arc stately houses, the town 
homes of great noblemen, such ns Apsley House, 
the residence built for the Duke of Wellington, 
who put nn cud to the power of Napoleon at 
Waterloo, and now inhabited by his descendants. 
And now wc arc come to the end of Piccadilly, to 
Hyde Park corner as it is called. Opposite us is n 
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huge building, St. George’s Hospital, one of the 
many institutions in London where siek people 
may be treated free of charge ; so the richer mem- 
bers of society look after the welfare of the poorer, 
for all these institutions are mainta ined by money /•'’ 
voluntarily conti-ibuted by private [jersons ; Govern- 
ment gives nothing. It is indeed one of the 
principles of English life that charity is one of the 
chief duties of a citizen ; that is, it is felt to lie 
right and just that every man should not only pay 
cei'tain taxes and rates (as they are called) for the 
maintenancg of Government and public service.SjSi- 
but also give, of his own free will, as much money 
as he can spare to help those who possess less than 
himself, to relieve their sufferings, or add to their 
few pleasures. In India we know how, in time of 
funiinc, large sums of money are devoted by 
Government to the relief of the sufferers ; in Eng- 
land, on similar occasions, an ajr^^eal is made in 
some newspaper, and from all over the country 
rich and poor send in what they can, and so a 
relief fund is formed. In this way people not only 
pay compulsorily part of their income to maintain 
the Government, but also contribute more, volun- 
tarily, for the greater welfare of society. 

We turn north and find ourselves in Hyde Park, 
one of the “lungs of London,” as these wide open 
spaces, covered \rith gi-een turf and dotted here and 
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there with olil troo', are caileil. liecjiiipe in llieni llic 
i‘ity-(lwoller may hreatln' a purer air am] hiwlc in tiie, 
.«iin. 1( is a feature t»f hojidon lliat tiiere are few 
places where we may not see frn.,-ii tree-;, jiml for 
this reason it- i-' «me of the hcaltliie.-l eilie.s in tlic 
world. Here in lly»lc Park arislocnilie |)eoplc ride 
in the mnrninjr and drive in the afternoon, and 
()tlicr.< wlio (‘aiinot ati'ord tokeepliof'-e.saiif] earria^ies 
.“it and wateh them, onjoyinfr (he jray .scene. 'I'lic 
Kill" him.sclf takes a ride in the jtark in the early 
mornin;f. alone the iniek known a.s '* I’otten Row," 
Here too may he seen the tireil workmen and idlers 
lyinjr ahnnt. on the ^rass on hot <lays in .“iimmer, 
and ehildroii jdayin.*; ericket. In one part of the 
park is a larsic sheet of water enlled “ The Sei'iten- 
tinc.’’ and very pretty is the view aero-j.s it. 

There are many other park.s in and around 
London, hut none .so well-known as thi.s. All in 
thi.s neighbourhood arc the houses i>f rich people ; 
thi.s is the centre of what is called the “We.sl Jitid” 
of London, the fa.shionah]c fpinrler. 

Kor London i.s not one, but many citio.s joined 
together. Our walk has been through but a .sjuall 
part of it ; wc have met ])oor men and bcggais, 
it is true, but the majority of pa,sser.«-by have boon 
dressed well, and looked pro.spcrou.s and contented. 
]jet ns now go east and .sec a contrast. Wc will 
got into a motor-bus, or better, perhaps, take the 
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“ Twopenuy Tube.” This is one of London’s many 
means of riipid transit from one part to another. 
You enter a sbition and take your ticket ; then you 
walk into what looks like a room, but is really a lift, 
and when it is full of people the official in charge 
shuts the iron door, and the whole thing descends, 
flown, down for underground. The door is opened ; 
you pa.ss along a corridor, and find yourself on'ithe 
platform in a tube-like tunnel. 'I’he train, worked 
by electricity, runs into the station ; you step inside 
and arc borne rapidly through this noisy tunnel, 
and .stop out again when you reach the station you 
wish to stop at; along another pa.ssage, up in another 
lift, and there you arc, in a dillcrent part of London, 
several miles off. / 

Ami whal a diderent place it .seems ! Here are 
no stately hou.ses and glittering shops, no well- 
dre.sscd gentlemen and ladies, no air of aristocratic 
calm ! We are in the Ea.st End, where the poor live, 
wlicre the factories and workshops are, in the 
midst of poverty and di.seasc and crime. We may 
walk along a main street among artisans and 
labourers hurrying to their work, poorly fed and 
poorly paid, most of them ; the clanging of machin- 
ery is in our eai’s, the smell of many things in the 
making invades our nostrils, the smoke and du.st 
gets into our eye.s. Or we may wander down side 
streets where these workers live— long lines of low 
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houses, all of the same yellowish brick, all begrijned 
by the same smoke. Few people arc about licrc, 
and those we meet look at us with furtive eyes ; 
the honest men are all at work; these are the 
“night birds,” the class that do no work, but live 
by thieving and the like, and rarely walk about by 
day for fear of the police. Perhaps we may come 
to a district poorer still, where the houses all' seem 
falling to pieces and the peojdc utterly destitute ; 
this is what i.s cjdled a “slum,” whci-c tliosc who 
have failed in life <1r.ag out a miserable existence. 
Great ellbrls arc hciiig made to better the condi- 
tion.s of such pcoj)lc, to provide work' for them, 
to give them .sanitary hoiuses, to raise in them some 
hope for themselves. Priests go among them with 
religious teaching, and rich ladies come from their 
homes in the ^Yc.st Mnd to visit the sick and bring 
them food and gifts. 'I'hcrc arc big “ workhouses,” 
as they are callotl, all over London, where the man 
who is starving, and has no home and no work, 
may go with his wife and children and find food 
and shelter, and be well trcjited ns long as he con- 
forms to the rules of the institution and does what 
work he is given to do by the authni-itics. But, 
in spite of all, there is much misery in the jjoor 
parts of London, and much to sadden the visitor 
there. 

Still it would be a mistake to suppose that life 
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is .nltogetlicr full of sorrow for the poor. Let us 
go into the busy 'Whitechapel Hoatl and watch 
the scene at night-fall. “The weather may be 
cold or mirk ; the weather matters little : the skies 
may be glum and .starless, but a gala.sy of light, 
from innumerable gas-jets and shop fronts, floods 
the busy streets. Here is certainly no lack of life 
and amusement; the crowd laughs, jo.stles and 
chatters, as if no such thing as cai-e or struggle 
existed. Shops arc full ; barmws of all kinds 
1 1 .■■•drive a brisk trade ; vidvet-cu.shioncd trams ply 
up and down the big highway. Uglj' and unin- 
vigorating enough by day. the streets, by night, 
invest themselves with niy.sterious glamour and 
brightness. For all the East End does itssliopping 
by gas-light ; now only it begin.s to enjoy its da}'.’’ 

In many places in East and South London are 
to be found Univereity Settlements. Young men 
come down from the gi-eat universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and live together in these poor 
districts, devoting themselves to teaching the people 
and making their lives happier. They show the 
poor that surroundings need not crush us ; we may 
read great books, and go and look at beautiful 
pictures in the public galleries, and so widen our 
minds and lighten ourhrart-s. In the “Settlement” 
buildings are rooms where the poor and struggling 
artisan may enjoy concerts, lectures and pictures, 
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and may leam from some of the best teachers, and 
profit by many of the advantages of university 
life ; he may make use of a library there and take 
part in pleasant social gatherings ; the place, in 
short, may be to him what his club is to the 
gentleman.-'' Here again we see how people in 
England feel it their duty to give not only money 
but sometimes their very lives to the service of 
society ; such a feeling is what we mean when we 
speak of “public spirit” — the feeling, the conviction 
that not only our money and our property, but 
our talents and our accomplishments should be 
devoted to the service of the State, should con- 
tribute to the welfare of our fellow human beings. 
On the growth of such a public spirit in its people 
depends the future progress of every country. - 



TllK CITY 


Tin-: city is 1-hc hiisiiioss pnrt of Lon<]f/ii. Very 
few people live here; the huildiii'fs niaiiil}' consist 
of olHces and w.irohotisos : htn in tlio niornina 
you iiiiiy see emwds of Miu-k-eoatod nieii iiun-yii!" 
out from the ittilwnv .stjuion«. Tln-y live in those 
suhnrlis whieli we saw as we inme up in the train 
from Dover, or in the West lind ; they <-nnie in 
for their day's work to the city and go hack to 
their hotnes when it is finished. 

In the old days every «-ity in lingland was 
cnclo.scd by a wall, the gates of which were sliut; 
at night. Tlii.s part of London was the origimil 
City of London, and in oikj part wc tnay .see a 
portioti of the old wall .still roinaining. Thnngh 
Tjondon extends now for miles and tnilcs on either 
side, this part .still keeps the old iiiitnc of “The 
City,” and the plaecs where the old gatc.s existed 
can still be identified by tbeir names, e.r/. Bisliops- 
gatc Street and Aldgate. C'tmiing from Uic west 
wc rcacli the boundary of the city at Tcm])](! Bar,. 
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wliei'c tlio Law Courts are. Here in former clays 
tliere \vas a gate, and tlie licad.s of traitors, who 
liad been executed, wei-e placed above it for tlie 
people to see. Now a pillar in the roadway marks 
the spot, and we go on down Fleet )Strcct, where 
are the printing offices of most of the daily news- 
jaipcrs and vaiions mngazine.s. This street is 
always full r)f life and activity, for at every hour 
of the day a fresh edition of .some paper is produced, 
and men and hoys run along selling it to the 
passcii’s-hy, or ride ofl' on bicycles to other parts 
of Ijondon. For business men especially arc very 
eager to hoar all that is happening in the world ; 
the early lcnf>wlodgc of some important event may 
onaiile a man to make a fortune sometimes in a 
few minutes. 

Wlieii we have passed out of the bustle of Fleet 
Street, wc see .straight in front of us, at the top 
of a slight hill, .stone .stejis and pillars, and as we 
lift, our eyes up higher still, we see a great dome 
above tliis massive stone building, and a gold 
cross flasliing in the .sunlight. This is St. Paid’s 
Catlicdral, the other great cathedral of London ; 
not indeed so famous as Westminster Abbey, nor 
so old, but held in much veneration. Here are 
buried many funous men, among them the Duke 
of Wellington, and here the kings and queens of 
England return thanks to God after their coronation 
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a1. t he, A1)l)cy. Tlie great flomc may be seen aljove 
the houses for many miles, and looks veiy fine 
from the river. 

If we go on a little further, we come to the 
busiest part of the eity, where the Bank of 
I'higlaiid, the lioyal E.vehange and the ]\Inn.sion 
House, arc .situated. The finst is the national 
treasury : sohlicns keep guard oA’cr (be vaults 
where t he gold sup])ly is stored ; this i.s the centre 
for all other bank.s all o\'cr England, At the 
Boyal I'jxchange are bought and sold the .stocks 
and share.s nf govei’iiment.s a»id coin])anie.s. At 
the Man.sion Uou.se. the Lord Mayor, or chief 
eilizon of the city, live.s, and here arc j)olicc-courl.s 
and ollices as well. 

■ From this jdaee mnnbers of .street.s load in all 
directions ; along tbe.m all are crowds of merehant.s 
and clerks and Huaneicrs, hurrying to their olHcc.s, 
(»r .standing talking. Everyone is ititent on his 
work. He. will re.st or amu“o himself elsewhere; 
here he works and has m* time for anything else. 
The aim of many, .strange iis it may .seem, i.s to 
get money for its own .sake ; however rich they 
may be they never think they are rich enough ; 
they .spend their lives in piling up wealth. That 
is, of course, a .soi’did ambition, and the love of 
money for its own sake is a di.sease. But the 
minority of men arc working to procure money. 



TTFR crrr 


simply because of tbe things that money alone 
can buy ; tliej' have wives and children to feed 
and clothe ; they wish to send a son to college, 
to buy books, to visit foreign countries : money 
is necessary for all these things. So we must not 
condemn these men we see so absorbed in “money- , 
malting,” as it is called ; we must ask rather why 
they Avant money, and whether they are honest 
in their dealings. We must judge a man by his 
honesty and fairness, his obedience to duty and 
his unselfishness, not by his trade or his i^rofession. 
Such may be our thoughts, perhaps, as we wander 
through the busy streets of the city, and are a 
little overwhelmed with the noise and confusion, 
and the apparent fruitlessness of it all. j/ 

Let us walk down to the river-side and stand on 
London Bridge and look down the river, the great 
highway of trade, crowded with ships from every 
country in the world. On the river bank are 
dreary warehouses, blackened whan’^es and landing- 
stages ; lower down are the docks, where hundreds 
of men are engaged in loading and unloading the 
enormous ships that have come up from the sea. 

To this vast port of London are brought riches of 
merchandise from the uttermost ends of the earth ; 
through this port is taken in the enormous food 
supply of London and the country. For England 
imports most of its food ; “ the import of oranges 
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filoiic rpnclu'-s a f)!’ HOO or 000 millions yeavl} 
lliat. of raisins and fiirranls some 12.000 Ion. 
wliili; (itln-r {liin»s arc in ]>ro]H)rlion.” We .«o 
licrc lidw tlic Iradc and port of Ijondon have mad 



it -<(1 wealthy and .«n lar^e ti pliico ; wo sei' how 
de|ienden1 it is upon thi.'- iniirhty highway, the 
IJiver 'riiamos. Staiuiing Inn’c, Uio, we may form 
some idea of why it is the .sea means so much to 
all Englishmen, even those who live inland like 
these men of London. By her .ships upon the sea 





it. And here, as sunset falls upon the tail masts 
and the white sails, the dark ships and the changing 
waters, we may catch something of the poetry and 
the romance of the river and the sea. .• 


WKST.MJNST15R \B\MLY 


“ Wi;sTMixsrKK Anr.KY/’saifl ])can Slaiilcy, “ stands 
alona al 1 lnllfr^t llio bnilfliiigs of the world. 'J'licrc 
are. it may he. .some wlneh sur|)a.ss it. in beauty or 
urandeur; there are, other.s, certainly, which sur- 
pass it. in depth and .sublimity of a.s.so(;iation : but 
there is imne which has boon so entwined by so 
many contimi<»n.s threads with the history of n 
whole nation.” 

On the spot where the great abbey now stands 
there was both a Roman and a British .settlement, 
and a .‘iaiietimry. In the time of Sebcrl, King of 
the Ma.'-t Sa.xon.s. early in the seventh ccni.iiry, a 
ehuivh was built and dedicated to St. Peter. < This 
eluireh was n'hnilt by Edwjird the Conlos.sor in 
HMD, whose tojnb may still be .seen, l^rom that 
day to this kings have added to the famoius 
building, lcing.s .and great men have been buried 
in it, and lcing.s have been crowned here among 
the memorials of their anccstons. 

The abbey is thus a licautiful building in itself ; 
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it is associated with every step in English history ; 
it is the national memorial of famous men, “the 
silent meeting-place of the dead of eight centuries.” 

The gray old towers of carved stone stand up 
magnificently above the noisy street; looking up 
one sees innumerable carved figures of saints and 
kings and noble benefactors ; arches and pinnacles 
pointing to the blue sky above them. Entering 
we find ourselves in twilight, for the light that 
enters through the painted -ndadows is subdued 
and mellowed, recalling to the mind Milton’s 
“ Storied windows richly flight, 

Casting a dim, religious light” 

The pillars lead our gaze up to the arched roof 
with its delicate carving, full of shadow’s and 
gleaming shafts of light. -^The walls are covered 
everywhere with tombs and memorial tablets.^ ^We 
wander along the echoing aisles till we come to the 
place known as Poet’s Comer, since here are buried 
all those who have won themselves great name by 
their writings, tiere we may see the stone that 
covers Dickens’s grave ; the bust of Tennyson, and 
the inscription that marks the resting place of 
many another. Addison has spoken of this place, 
and Goldsmith ; it is full of memories. These men 
were near to us in time ; but we may see the tombs 
of others long forgotten : kings who fought in 
Palestine, and queens who presided over many a 



ajdendid toiumamenti Wn gland has changed in- 
deed since they were laid in these tombs. “ They 
cannot come to us,” says Fronde the historian, 
"and OUT imagination can but feebly penetrate to 



them. Only among the aisles of the cathedral, 
only as we gaze upon their silent figures sleeping 
on their tombs, some faint conceptions float before 
ns of what these men were when they were alive." 

dose to the tomb of Edward the Confisssor, that 
early king, we may see the two Ck)ronation chairs, 
one used by Edward L, and but lately by George 
y., the other for the crowning of the queen. 
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monnHi since then has been crowned in this 
chair. 

In this great abbey, among its stately tombs and 
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solemn memories, every day the priests and people 
oiler up . prayer for themselves, their king and 
country and the whole world, “that peace and 
happiness, trutli and justice, religion and piety 
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may be established among us for all generations.” 
It is a fine ideal finely expressed; whatever our 
religion we may join heartily in such a prayer as 
that. 

Westminster Abbey is, of all national buildings, 
most venerated for all these reasons we have here 
set down ; but each great division of England has 
its own cathedral, the centre of its worship’, the 
burial-place of its saints and heroes. Built, most 
of them, iu Norman times, they have been restored 
and beautified from age to age by loving hands, 
and are thus memorials of many who.se names 
are quite lost. “All else for which the builders 
sacrificed, has passed away — all their living in- 
terests, and aims ’ and achievements. We know 
not for what they laboured, and we see no evidence 
of their reward. Victory, wealth, authority, happi- 
ness — all have departed, though bought by many 
a bitter sacrifice. But of them and their life and 
their toil upon the earth, one reward, one evidence, 
is left to us in those gray heaps of deep-wrought 
stone. They have taken with them to the grave 
their powers, their honours, and their errors ; but 
they have left us their adoration.” 



THE SiJALL COUXTRV TOWN 


We have seen a little of life in gmit cities where 
numbers of people congregate for work or aiimsc* 
niciit. The houses are emwjlerl together, anil are 
ns high ns possible, bccniiHC land is scarce and 
inhahitaiits arc many ; fur this reason sonic of the 
\»-orkers are obliged to live far from their place of 
business or their woricshop, and we must have a 
network of railways and tram-lines to bring them 
in ns quickly as iiossible. ('omputition is keen 
among so many workere; hemtc everyone is in a 
hurry, and there is much bustle and CEcitumcnt in 
the streets. After the day’s work is ilono people 
wish to be amused, to hear music or see .some piny 
acted, in order that they may forget their work 
and bo refreshed for the next day ; hence there are 
places of amusement, theatres and miisic-hnlls, in 
plenty. Among so many people there arc sure to 
be some thieves and rogues ; hence we need police. 
Then there arc arrangements to be made for the 
food supply, for dothes and otlicr necessities; 
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hence we see large shops and busy markets, huge 
railway stations, docks and warehouses. Disease 
may more easily spread in a city than in the 
country ; therefore we must look after the drainage 
of the streets and houses, w^e must keep up 
hospitals for the treatment of the sick and injured ; 
we must guard against fires, and take many other 
precautions, and make many other arrangembnts, 
just because there are so many people and so many 
liouses ciwded together. But when we come into 
the country, where the houses are few in number 
and scattered in their situation ; where the people 
are occupied, for the most part, in quiet work upon 
the fields round their own homes ; where there is 
no competition and no hurry and no crowding; 
life here is a very different thing. 

Electric light and gas are, as a rule, unknown in 
our rural village.s. We have no busy streets whose 
ti’affic needs regulating by an army of police. 
Hospitals are not needed, as they are where the 
machines of the workshop and factory every day 
produce accidents and disasters. 

Let us go to a little town .somewhere in the south 
of England. We pass along a road between high 
hedges, but occasionally where a gate marks the 
entrance into a field we may pause and look over 
it across green meadows where cows are grazing, or 
fields where the plough is at work turning over the 
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waters shining in the sunlight. There is not a 
sound to be heard, except perhaps when a bird 
calls to another, or a ploughman speaks to his horse 
to bid him stop. The railway is miles away, and 
there is little traffic on these country roads. 

We start on again, and are soon mounting a 
.slight hill. We pass a small house, then another, 
and in a few minutes we find houses on each' side 
of us : we are in the High Street, or principal 
thoroughfare of the country town. A few side 
lanes on either side complete the plan of the place. 

Most of the houses, of stone and red brick, are 
very simple in design — ^four windows, a central 
door, and two chimneys giving forth a curling 
smoke. Some of them have little gardens in front 
full of flowers, bright in colour and sweet of scent. 
Here and there are houses so low that any who will 
can look in at the bed-room windows, and houses 
which are so askew with age, and so twisted and 
deformed, that they might have been shaken by an 
earthquake. 

In about the cehtre of the little town we shall 
find the little inn, an old building with a painted 
signboard in fr-ont of its door — a relic from the 
days when very few could read, and so each inn 
and shop bore some sign to serve instead of a 
written name. Opposite the inn, on the other side 
of the street, is the old church, built in the time of 
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the Normans. Tlie stone of it is worn aiVcay by 
centuries of keen wind and biting rain, but tlie 
arches of tlie windows arc still beautiful with carv- 
ing. All round it is the church-yard — a grassy 
place with ancient .stones standing up here and 
there, with in.sci‘iptious upon thein that give the 
names of those who are buried in this sacred 
ground. Hci'c in the church the people gather on 
Sunday to woivship their God ; here innrringe and 
funeral ceremonies arc perfonned. In old days 
jmblic meetings and courts were held iji the church, 
but now there is a .special building, further along 
the street, u.scd for the.so, the town hall./ 

If we go up this lane beside, the church -yard we 
shall .sec, among the trees, the vicarage where the 
])riest lives ; it is his duty to lead the public wor- 
ship in the church, and also to help the poor and 
visit the sick, to be the friend, in fact, of all who 
are friendless. The house, is old and beautiful ; the 
walls of it are. covered with iv;i% that green climbing 
plant .so often seen on ancient buildings ; there arc 
some graceful trees upon the well-kept lawn, or 
level grass, in front of the doorway. 

At the farther end of the town are some larger 
and hcLter hon.se.s ; they look like the homes of 
pro.spcrous gentlemen. In one of them the doctor 
lives, in another a colonel of the army now retired 
from active service, in another an old lady who 
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loves the quiet of this ijeaceful spot. There are 
about 2000 inhabitants in all. hlost of tlioni are 
emplo 3 ’'ecl at work upon the neighbouring farms ; 
most of them are poor, but happy enough in their 
life. There are no theatre.^ or places of amusement 
here ; occasionally some travelling entertainers 
come this way and give a performance in the 
town hall, and sometimes there is a “ fair,” when 
people flock in from all the country round, and 
games are held, and men compete in running and 
jumping ; animals arc bought and sold, horses and 
sheep and cows ; servants are engaged for the next 
year’s work, and all kinds of busiue.ss traiisacted. 

About a mile from the little town we notice a 
large park — an enclosed space adorned with trees 
and grass and carefully kept in order — and in the 
centre of it a big and well-built house. This is the 
residence of some nobleman, the chief landowner 
of the district. Nearly all the farmers are his 
tenants, that is, they rent their fiirms from him, 
pay him a fixed sum every year for the use of his 
land, making what profit they can for themselves 
from the produce. Many of tlie people in the little 
town are employed on his estate — looking after 
the animals, preserving the roads and hedges, cutting 
down trees. In ancient times the people would 
have been his serfs or slaves ; now they work for 
him for wages, and he, on his part, is careful that 
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they shall be comfortable in their homes, and sends 
them gifts when they arc ill. His ancestors baA’^e 
lived in the same beautiful old bouse for centuries, 
and he is proud of it, and feels it his duty, as far 
as he is able, to be the protector of the people lie 
emidoys. 

■ So we find throughout the country districts that 
there is a regular gradation of ranks. First there 
is the nobleman, or where there is no nobleman, 
the squire, as he is called ; he is the chief gentleman 
of importance in the ncighbourhoocl, and usually 
owns most of the land ; then, next in rank, come 
those families who are not compelled to work for 
their living, the “ gentry,” as the country people call 
them, or pi'ofessional men who have homes in the 
country as well ns in the great cities ; next in 
position are the farmers ; of tliese some own their 
fai-ms themselves, some rent them from the squire 
or landowner ; lowest in rank come the agricultural 
labourers and working people ivho are employed on 
the farms and in service of all kinds. Some of 
these, instead of working on the farms of others as 
most do, cnltii'ate a little land of their own,.“ small 
holdings," as they are called ; but this way of life 
has not been found Amry satisfactory, as the small 
holder does not possess suflReient money to buy 
necessaries for Iris Avork, nor can he grorv things in 
large enough quantity to make a profit. 





54 


IN ENGLAND 


Wc saM' ill London how a great deal of the food 
supply came from abroad ; most of the grain used 
in making English bi-ead is brought from foreign 
countries, because it costs less to grow there than in 
England, The result is that the English farmer 
finds it very difficult to sell the produce of his 
farms at a profitable rate ; he cannot therefore 
aflbrd to pay his men high wages ; there is conse- 
quently a tendency now for the younger people in 
the country to leave the farms and fields, where 
tlicir frithcrs worked, and go into the towns. Here 
they may find work which is better paid, though 
life in the smoky city is not so healthy as that in 
the fresh air of the country. So the towns are 
growing larger and larger every year, while the 
rural districts support fewer and less contented 
inhabitants. This is not a good state of things, 
because children that are brought up in cities do 
not become as strong and healthy men as those 
wlio live in the open air among the fields, and so 
cannot serve their eouutry as Avell. Efforts are now 
being made, then, to form what are called “ garden 
cities,” that is, to remove the big factories into the 
country and build houses with plenty of space 
round them for the workers to live in, so that the 
advantages of the city may be combined with the 
healthiness of life in the country. 

We are still, however, in the street of our little 



THE SJIALL COUjSTEY TOW 55 

town. We are almost alone; the place .seems 
deserted. A few children i^lay in the road ; there 
arc no passing carts to disturb them. Some people 
stand at the street corners as if waiting for some- 
one who never conies. A man opens his hoiisc-door 
and stands out in the road to look at the sky, and 
talk with any passcr-b}' about the weather. A 
leisurely farm-labourer leads a hor.se to the black- 
smith’s to be sliod- So the day pas.ses in quietness 
till the long shadows of the .setting siiii fall across 
the drowsy street. The children have gone to bed. 
A dog is asleep in tJie i-oad. Lights go out in the 
wiudow.s one by one, until the place i.s .silent and 
dark. 

At this very time in Tjondon the .streets arc ns 
light a.s in the daytime with electric lamps ; people 
are passing to and fro ; motors rush along noisily ; 
there is no rest in the great city. For several hours 
yet the buisy traffic will continue ; then, after a brief 
interval of comparative (juict, when the streets are 
cleaned and washed down with water, in the early 
Ijouvs of the morning the carts will begin to rumble 
in from tlie country with fruit and vegetables for 
the markets, and before our little country town i.s 
awake London will be hard at work ag.iin. 



AMUSEMENTS 


We sec io another chapter tliat the towns are 
growing larger and that people are leaving the 
country disti'icts in order to live in towns. One 
reason of this is that wages are higher in the towns 
than ill tlie country, and an industrious and clever 
worlcman can rise more tjuiekly in consequence. 
But another attraction for such people in the great 
cities is the amusements they offer. Life in the 
country is quiet, some would call it dull; in the 
town tlicrc is alwaj's something going on, some- 
thing to amuse. Let us sec what an ordinary 
citizen may do after his day’s work is over. He 
will be occupied, as a rule, from nine o’clock in the 
morning till about six in the evening at his office 
or his workshop. He will then go home, -change 
his clotlies and have a meal with his wife and family. 
After that if he is tired, as he may well be after his 
Avork, he will be quite content to sit still and talk, 
or perhaps read ; if the weather be fine, he may 
take a .short walk, or work in his garden ; for most 
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liouses, liOAvevcr sniiill, have a little garden at the 
front or back of them, and the owners amuse them- 
selves with attending to the flowers and plants. 

But occasionally he may wish for some more 
exciting amusement ; he needs to forget, for a time, 
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songs and dances. To any of these theatres \he 
may gain admission) for a few shillings. 

, A more varied performance is to he found at the 
numerous music-halls, which are very popular, 
especially with people who have not enough time to 
look at the performance of a whole play. Here 
the entertainment is varied. When we enter and 
take our seats a man on the stage is singing.' He 
is dressed in a ridiculous costume, and interrupts 
his song with aU sorts of jokes and allusions to 
events, which will make people laugh. When he 
has finished, the curtain in front of the stage is 
dropped, and there is an interval for a few seconds ; 
then the curtain goes up, and a short play or sketch, 
as it is called, is acted. Again the curtain falls, 
and when it rises we find two or three men with 
bicycles on the stage. They ride round and round 
and do all kinds of tricks with the bicycles ; they 
ride backwards, turn the pedais with their hands 
instead of their feet, and display great ag ility and 
skill. So the performances, or “ turns,” as they are 
called, continue for several hours ; we can sit and 
look at what we want to see ; if we are not inter- 
ested, we ean walk about until that particular “turn” 
is over. There is something to amuse everybody, 
from singing and music to wrestling, acrpbatic„feats 
and tricks of juggling. 

If we are fond of music we may go to a concert,; 



all iJic greatest players and singers perform in 
London, and we may always be sore of bearing the 
very best mnsio in Europe at one or other of the 
halls tfhere concerts are given. These attract a 
higher doss id people than the music-halls; the 



love of good mnsio is largely a result of education. 
If our tastes ore more intellectual stiU, we may 
attend a lecture. There are many learned societies 
in London, the members of which give lectures from 
time to time. v^^^ an eirample, we may take the 
Roya l Geographical Society, ^here lectures are given 
on exploration in different parts of the world; 
recently a lecture was ddivered on the subject of 
exploration in the Jlimnlayas, and the lecturer 
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spoke of Ladakh and Baltistau and lihe mountams 
of those regions. 

■■ '' An entertaiament which is cheap and popular 
has lately been introduced. Walking along the 
brilliantly lighted street our . eyes are attracted by 
a notice in electric light, the colour of the letters 
constantly changing, “Eotare Palace.” Inside is a 
cineir^g^h show, where we may see moving 
pictures of recent events and distwt countries. 
Great care is taken by Ihe photographers to produce 
exact representations, and we may see the Coron- 
ation procession of George V., or a great review of 
the army just as it actually was. -Whatever night 
we may choose for a visit to any of these places 
we shtdl find them crowded; the streets will be 
full of people; motors and omnibuses and a few 
horse-carriages will be harrying along, taking well- 
dressed ladies and gentlemen to dinner-parties or 
theatres. We must not suppose that all these 
people are out from their homes like this every 
night; but there ore so many people living in 
London, and there ore so many visitors always 
staying in London, that the streets and the places 
of amusement are always full. 

As we go along we notice everywhere in the West 
End gaily lighted buildings ; from the hum of voices, 
heard even in the street, they seem frill of people, and 
indeed we see ladies and gentlemen alightiog from 
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iJieir catiiages and entering in a continual stream. 
These are the restaurants, the places n'herc parties 
of friends meet to dine together be&re going on to 
a theatre, or where they have supper afterwards. 
Many people like to come to a restaurant as a 


1 



change Scorn, their own homes ; the place is bright 
and gay. Each party has a separate table reserved ; 
the' linen table-doths ore spotlessly white ; the 
silver and the glass shines under the electric light, 
which is shaded to a soft glow by a red silk 
covering ; the waiters pass swiftly to and fix) over 
the thick carpet, oai^Ting all kinds of delicate food ; 
up in a gallery a small band is playing soft music. 
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The sight of the people, all talking happily and 
enjoying themselves, makes us feel happy too, and 
we forget anything that may he perhaps troubling 
us. in our work. 

./ Life in a modern eity is exhausting. The mind 
is constantly occupied ; work must be done quickly 
and thoroughly ; the noise distracts us, the presence 
of many people divides our attention. That is why 
the inhabitants of large cities seek amusement ; to 
the visitors from the country such amusement is 
only a luxury, a pleasure ; to the man who lives 
and works in a city like London or Liverpool or 
Manchester, it is a necessity ; he needs it to rest 
his mind, to make him forget his work, to refresh 
him for new efforts. In the calm and quiet of the 
country the nerves are less irritated ; the sight of 
green fields, the sound of running water, soothe and 
delight. 

•,/ Has, then, the country no amusements ? It has ; 
but they are natural, not artificial. Eemember 
that the labourer in the country works with his 
body more than with his mind. Such work is less 
exhausting to the brain, which therefore does not 
need the stimulant of amusement ; but it is very 
tiring to the body. We find then that the average 
labourer in the country, on returning from the fields, 
sits down at home and smokes, or reads the paper 
till it is time to go to bed ; or perhaps he walks to 
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the village inn, and there in company with his 
friends, like the rich man in ’ his club, he discusses 
public affairs and events of the village. On fine 
evenings there may be a game of cricket on the 
village green — an open space covered with grass, 
open to all the villagers ; perhaps a game of bowls 
or quoits, each of them an ancient game, the first 
played by rolling balls of .wood along the grpund, 
the other by throwing rings of ifon at a mark in 
the ground. So the amusements of the country 
are natural : they take place in the open air ; the 
player amuses himself ; on the other hand, the 
amusements of the city are artificial : the spectator 
pays someone else to amuse him. Nevertheless, 
when he has leisure, a day or an afternoon free from 
work, the city-dweller too plays games. All round 
London and our great cities are cricket and foot- 
ball grounds, tennis lawns and running tracks, golf 
courses, or links. These games are played by 
everyone, though many are often content to look on 
while others play. At a football match between 
two well-known teams often as many as forty 
thousand spectators Avill assemble. On the Thames 
there are rowing clubs, and regattas, or competi- 
tions in rowing races, are held in the summer. 

The rich have opportunities of amusement, or 
sport, in the open air which are denied to the 
worker who has little leisure and money. Polo, 
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horse-racing, shooting, liuuting — these all have 
their own seasons in the year. The hunting of the 
fox is by far the most characteristic of the sports 
of the upper classes in England. Imagine a cold 
winter’s morning in the country. The fields are 
bare and freshly ploughed ; there are no leaves 


upon the trees. From all the district round gentle- 
men, and a few ladies, have arrived at the meeting 
place, mounted on spirited horses. The well-trained 
hounds are brought up in charge of the huntsman, 
who wears a picturesque pink coat. A start is 
made ; the hounds run along beside a wood, enter 
it and scatter through it, searching for a fox. 
Suddenly one of them “gives tongue,” as it is 
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while he always has tlie chance of escaping, and 
frequently docs escape. 63’^ fox hunting men 
become hardy and courageous horsemen, hcjilthy 
and vigorous, and there is developed in them that 
desire of “ fair pla)' ” which Englishmen so much 
admire. 

Hunting, whether of the fox or the hare, is 
essentially the sport of the country gentleman, the 
squire, as he is so often called. Tire following 
little poem gives a good idea of the t3’^pe as he 
rides out in tire morning with his “beagles” (dogs) 
over his own lands ; 

. The Old Squire. 

•“ I like the hunting of the hare 
Better than that of the fox ; 

I like the joyous morning air. 

And the crowdng of the cocks. 

I like the calm of the early fields. 

The ducks asleep by the lake, 

. The quiet hour which Nature yields 
Before mankind is awake. 

1 like the pheasants and feeding things 
Of the unsuspicious morn ; 

I like the flap of the wood-pigeons' wings 
As she rises from the corn. 
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I like tke blackbird’s shriek, aud his rush 
From the tm-pjps. as I pass by, 

And the partridge hiding her head in a bush, 

For her young ones cannot fly. 

1 nice these things, and I like to ride 
When all the world is in bed, 

To the top of the hill where the sky grows wide 
And where the sun grows red. 

Tlie beagles at my hor.se heels trot 
In silence after me ; 

There’s Ruby, Roger, Diamond, Dot, 

Old Slut and Marjery, — 

A score of names well-used and dear. 

The names ray childhood knew ; 

The horn, with which I rouse their cheer, 

Is the horn my father blew. 

The hare herself no better loves 
The field where .she was bred. 

Than I the habit of these groves, 

My own inherited. 

Nor has the world a better thing, 

Though one should search it round, 

Than thus to live one’s own sole king. 

Upon one’s own sole ground.” 

That is a good picture of early morning in the 
country as it .appears to such a squire, born and 
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broil on liis own l;in<1. We cnn nlinnsl lio.'ir the 
coeki? crowing to greet tlic j-ising snn ; llio wild 
ducks, the jdieasant.s wond-pigoon.s blackbirds and 
partridges — thej* are all feeding in the fields, and 
may be seen at this early hour, when they are un- 
afraid, as hninan beings are not yet about ; wn 
almost see the old man riding up the grassy hill 
till he loaches the top. and look.s out oi'or the 
wide e-xpansc of land and sky, and marks the red 
.sun rising in the cast. Behind him are the dogs, 
each one with its own name, with which he and lii.s 
father have hunted. The ohl man ha.s all the love 
of the country gentleman for his home and its 
.surroundings, a love far gisMiter. as a rule, than the 
citizen’s for his city. . If wc wish to have another 
picture of the countiy in the early morning, ns it 
iij)peiir.« to the .scholar or man of learning, wc 
.should turn to Hilton’s V Alh’ijro and Jl Pcmc- 
roso, and read those poems. 

The peace and beauty of the country are within 
the reach of all. Half-an-hour in the train will 
take one out of London into lovely jjlaccs in the 
country among woods and strcnm.s. To walk i.s the 
best metliod of seeing the country, as Stevenson 
points out in his delightful essay on WalMv(f 
Tours ; but many people prefer to ride on 
bicycles, becau.se they consider that mode of pro- 
gres.sion less tiring. So wc find that hundreds of 
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city-dwellei's spend their holidays and their Sun- 
days in this way, bicycling or walking in the 
country. • Some are not content to be idle, hut 
sketch or paint views that take their fancy ; while 
others fish in the rivers and streams, or study the 
trees and plants (botany), or the formation of the 
rocks and soil (geology). Large numbers spend a 
few weeks every summer beside the sea in ordeh 
benefit their health by the fresh breezes, and 
enjoy bathing in the salt water, i ’’ We shall, per- 
haps, best obtain some idea of England l)y making 
a few visits in imagination to various places. , 
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This is one of the many pretty valleys that lie 
among the hills of Derbyshire, near the centi-e 
of England. 

The river Dove flows down between hills that 
arc at one place covered with ninsscs of green 
trees, at another, Imre and rugged. Here the 
river contracts between rocks rising almost straight 
freni the water, the path is little iiiui-c than a 
rocky foothold, which in flood time is envered with 
water. A little further on is a woixl, and then 
again the cliff conies down to the river in a 
beautiful rook w'hioh lieant a close resemblance 
to a lion's licarl The river licnds sharjily to the 
right and the narrow r avine is transformed. Tlie 
opposite bank becomes a hill covered vdth thin 
pasture, whDe in front of us rises a noble hill, 
dad w'ith stunted trees for tlirec quarters of the 
way up its dope, and then gradually felling away 
to the left in graceful and smoother outline. The 
river itsdf is a lovely stream, its water always 
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clear and pm-e ; it is a home for many trout, as 
the fish are called which lie in its pools. 

Byron was very fond of Dovedale, and considered 
it equal to Switzerland and Greece in beauty. 
Wordsworth speaks of it in his little poem on 
Lucy. Nobody knows who Lucy was, but Words- 
worth brings her name into several poems. 

“She dwelt among the untrodden ways 
Beside the springs of Dove; 

A maid whom there were none to piaise. 

And very few to love. 

“ A violet by a mossy stone 
Half-hidden from the eye; 

Fair as a star, when only one 
Is shining in the sky. 

“She lived nnknown, and few could know 
IMien liUcy ceased to be; 

But she is iu her grave, and oh. 

The difference to me.” 

/l^his was the stream in which Izaao Walton 
and his friend Cotton used to fish in the time 
of Charles IT. Walton wrote a charming book in 
praise of his faA'ourite pastime, called the Complete 
Angler. He declares that a river’s side is “the 
quietest and fittest place for contemplation,” as the 
angler is there separated “from amidst the press 
of people and business, and the cares of the world.” 
He tells us, “ Look ! under that broad beech tree 
I sat down, when I was last this way a-fishing; 
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and the birds in the adjoining grove seemed to 
have a friendly contention with an echo, whose 

. dead voice seemed to live in a hollow tree near 
to the brow of thsit primrose hill. There I sat 
viewing the silver stre.anis glide silently towards 
their centre, the tempestuous sea ; yet sometimes 
opposed by rugged roots and pebble stones, which 
bixilce their waves, and turned them into foam. 
And sometimes I beg uiled time by viewing the 
harmless lambs ; some leaping securely in the cool 
shade, whilst others sported themselves in the 
cheerful sun ; and saw others craving comfort from 
the swollen udders of their bleating dams. As 
I sat thus, these and other sights had so fully 
possessed my soul \nth content, that I thought, 
as the poet hath happily expressed it, 

' I was for that time lifted above earth ; 

And possess’d joys not promised in my birth.’ ” 

His final words in that hoolc arc so excellent that 
we must quote them : 

• '' “ Therefore, my advice is that you endeavour 
to he honestly rich, or contentedly poor : but be 
sure that your riches be justly got, or you spoil 
all. For it is well said, ‘He that loses his 
conscience has nothing left that is worth keeping.’ 
Therefore, be sure you look to that. And in 
the next place, look to your health ; and if you 
have it, praise God, and value it next to a good 
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conscience ; for health is the second blessing that 
we mortals am capable of; a blessing that money 
cannot buy; and therefore value it, and be thankful 
for it. As ibr money, (whieh may be said to be 
the third blessing), neglect it not ; but note, that 



there is no ncccasity of being rich ; for 1 told you, 
there bo ns many miseries beyond riches as on 
this side them: and if you have a conipetence, 
enjoy it with a meek, cheerful, thankful heart” 

In this same county of Derbyshire are many 
dne old houses, the residences of families which 
have lived in them for genei-ations. England is 
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porticularlj rich in such old houses, many of them 
built in ^dor times. We give an example of a 
typical country hall in the accompanying illus- 
tration, which shows also the kind of garden that 
usually surrounds such residences. 

But the most dignified of all great houses in 
Derbyshii-c, and pei'haps in England, is Chatsworth, 
the home of the Duke of Devousliii'e. It ^nds 
in a beautiful poi’k, with a river fiowing pleasantly 
along the valley. The wide open- moors spread 
away high above it and behind it to tlic east. 
From tlic park to tlie moors is a slope of fine 
woods, and the whole valley looks green and 
delightful. The place is well described in Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Pr^ttdice, where it figures 
under the name of Femberley, the ancestral home 
of Mr. Darcy. 

Mary Queen of Scots imprisoned in the 
former house of Chatsworth, when Elizabeth sus- 
pected her of plots a^inst her life. The present 
house was built later, in the time of James II., 
though successive dukes have added to it. The 
gardens are very large, and laid out in magnificent 
style, while the home itself is full of works of 
ari collected ii'om all parts of the world. 

The Dukes of Devonshire were always pati-ons 
of literary men, in the days when the latter were 
dependent upon noblemen for payment for their 
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work At Cluitaworrli tlic philosopher Ilohbcs 
resided for some time. We get a lively picture 
of him from a Fi’cnehmau, who went to visit the 
great man about 1G7S : 



“I amved a litUc before diauer (2 oV-lock), 
but Uic Earl told me he believed I was too late 
to see Sir. Ilnbbes that day. ‘As he does not 
think like other men,’ snid his lordship, 'it is 
his opinion that he should not live like other 
men. 1 suppose be dined about two hours ago, 
and he is now shut up in his room for the rest 
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of the day. Your only time to see him is in the 
morning, but then he walks so fast up those hills, 
that unless you are mounted on one of my ablest 
horses, you will not keep paee with him.’” The 
visitor at last found Hobbes, working hard and 
in ratlier a bad temper. 

V‘ “ ‘ My Lord Devonshire,’ he said, ‘has more than 
ten thousand volumes in his house. I entVeated 
his lordship to lodge me as far as possible from 
that pestilential corner. I have but one book, and 
that is Euclid, but I begin to be tired of him. 
I believe he has done more harm than good. He 
has set fools reasoning.’ ” 

At a later date (1772) the famous Dr. Johnson 
visited Chatsworth, and thought it “a very fine 
house.” The rooms have witnessed some splendid 
scenes. We have the diary of a guest in 1829, 
when forty guests sat down to dinner every day, 
and there were over one hundred and fifty servants 
waiting upon them at table. Since then, most of 
the distinguished people of the world have stayed 
at Chatsworth, and enjoyed the hospitality of its 
owners. 



TO THE LAKE DISTRrCT 


From Derbyshire we may cross Yorkshire and 
i-ciich wlint is called the Like District, in the north 
of England, where arc situated the highest nioun- 
tiiins and Impost lakes. Turkshirc itself is ii hill}’ 
country, with long stretches of open moorland 
interspersed with valle}'« and lirers. In many 
regions the land is desolate and wild, only u few 
scattered villages lying among the hills : but there 
arc also some large towiLs in Yorkshire, in the 
manafacturiiig districts, the Black Country it is 
called, because of the smoke and the soot from it. 
Among such cities Lccils and Bradford are two of 
the biggest and most prosperons. Cool is found 
here. in large quantities, and there arc coal pits all 
over the country. The sky is black with the 
smoke Uiat pours forth from tlic lofty brick chim- 
neys ; by the road-side arc piled up heaps of coal- 
dust and rubbish, ash and slag'; what few ti'ccs 
tlierc arc look witliercd and dying. At night one 
may see for miles the glare of the furnace fires. 



IN BNQLAND 


and the flames bnisting out from the chimneys. 
One pities the people compelled to work in «uch 
surroundings. Suck is the Block Country. What 
a contrast when wo emerge from it on the sea- 
const, ns we may do by journeying to Whitby, 
a seaport of some fam& 
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. Hero the air smells fresh and clean ; the sky 
is bright and unsullied by clouds of smoke; the 
wind blows free upon our fiices from the sinning 
sea strotched out below us, ns w'c stand on the 
edge of the cliff and look down. Wc may see the 
flshing-boats returning from the deep sea, laden 
with flsh that they liavc caught in the huge nets 
dragged bdliiiid the 1)ont, “ tmwling,” as the term 
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is. Here we may feel something of the fascination 
of the sea. Look eastward and it .stretches out as 
far as one can see, heaving up and down in .steady 
movement ; the colours of it change every minute ; 
sometimes it looks gray and silver, sometimes 
green .‘ind gold, sometimes a deep Idue. Tlic 
waves sparkle in the sunshine like diamonds; tlie 
wind blows the tops of water off them and the foam 
gleams white. Shadow.s from clouds passing over 
the sun Hit aci-o-ss the dark .surface. From our 
])osition on the high cliff we can hear a low roar ; 
it i.s the .sound of the .sea washing the shore, ad- 
vancing and retiring up the sand and ijebbles of 
the beach. H’o-dny the sea is calm and the wind 
slight, but on a day of storm and .strong wind it 
is a wondrous sight. Then the waves are high, 
like small hills, and da.sh themselves down with 
a noise like thunder upon the .shore ; the .spray 
i.s tossed up high and carried far inland ; the sound 
of the crashing of the .sea can be heard for miles. 
Then it is ill for any ship that happens to be out 
u]ion those wild waters ! She is fortunate if .slie 
be not dri\'cu ashore and broken to pieces b}' 
the force of the waves. The fishermen are brave 
fellows, and if a ve.s.sel is seen to be helple.ss out 
at sea in such a storm, the}' will row out in a boat 
specially built for the purpose, called a “lifeboat,” 
and bring in to land the wrecked sailors. 
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powerful lanterns warn navigators of their peri 
before it is too late to alter the course of th 
vessel. Government maintains a force of coast 
guards whose duty it is to look ont for a sliip i] 
distress ; thc.se men jrive the signal and then th 
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soon as it is landed, and sent off by train to 
London and there sold in the great markets. 

In the summer it is usual for large numbers of 
people to spend their holidays beside the sea; 
they enjoy the fresh air after the ' smoke of the 
inland cities; they bathe in the salt sea-water, 
and the children are very happy playing on the 
soft sand of the shore. But now we must, turn 
inland once more and leave the sea. We travel 
north over wide stretche.s of desolate moorland, and 
as we proceed the country becomes more and more 
mountainous. We are now in a district famous 
for its beautiful scenery, and for the poets who 
have been inspired thereby. Wordsworth, Southey, 
Coleridge and De Quincey all lived in this Lake 
District, and a certain class of poetry, distinguished 
by its love of wild nature, has been called in con- 
sequence the poetry of the “Lake School.” Here 
we have long stretches of water surrounded by 
green hills or precipitous crags. The lake that 
figures in our illustration is Grasmere. Beside the 
lake are meadows and lovely Avoods, and the little 
village where Wordsworth and De Quincey lived. 
All round rise the hUls, here in gentle" grassy 
slopes, and there steep and precipitous. Upon the 
grassy uplands we may walk for many miles and 
see no sign of life except a few sheep and a circling 
bird. Often the summits are shrouded in mist, 




Ill the summer months many tourists come to 
the Lake District to see its beauties, but in the 
v.-iiitcr the inhabitants arc fciv, most of them 
shepherds and herdsmen, Imng in scattered farms 
in sheltered corners of the hills ; then the snow 
lies deep upon the ground, and the wind uiion the 
mountain to])S is shrill and bitterly cold. So the 
race of men that lives here is a strong and hardy 
race, and, a.s is usual in hill districts, many old 
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customs are here preserved which have died 
out in tlie more thickly populated plains, where 
new ideas are passed from one man to another 
more rapidly, and there is greater opportunity for 
intercourse with stmiigem. Here too the aspect 
of the country is little changed from what it was 
in the ninth century, when the invaders came 
down from Norway in their carved ships, and 
settled on these very hills. Only their names 
survive, now embodied in the names of villages 
and aiKiicnt farmsteads; and sometimes, when 
wandering upon the hills, wc may find an ujnight 
pillar of stone, a memorial of their place of sacrifice 
or burial. All over England we ai'C reminded of 
the past; wc sec medimval churches, or Norman 
castles, or timbered houses that were Imilt when 
Ifilizabcth was Queen of England. But only on 
the hills are we reminded of the more distant 
beginnings of civili.sation, when men lived upon 
some high jdace for fear of their enemies and of 
the wild l)ca.sts that roamed the roadless forests 
and uncultivated plains. './Here too wc are separated 
from the noise of cities and the talk of men ; we 
are alone with the winds and the clouds, and we 
feel as Wordsworth, the poet of these hills has 
said, 

“ The silence that is in the stairy shy, 

Tlie sleep that is among the lonely hills.” 



EDUCATION 


One of tlie most impox'tant, aud at the same time 
the most difficult, tasks for any nation is the educa- 
tion of its jmung. In England, proxdsion has been 
made for this in various ways. The great public 
schools, such as Eton, Harrow, and Rugby, have 
been in existence for many years, and are endowed 
with funds bequeathed to them by former sove- 
reigns aud noblemen. Here are educated the sons 
of the nobility and wealthy men, and the parents 
pay large fees to the school authorities. Boys are 
proud to belong to an ancient school, where their 
fathers were educated before them, and feel it is 
their duty to act as nobly in life as those who 
were in the school before them, men who have 
served their country unselfishly, and rendered them- 
selves and their schools famous by their deeds. 

There are also many schools managed by public 
committees for the middle and commercial classes, 
and these too are known as public schools. Here 
also the fees are fairly high, but parents make great 
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efforts to send their sons to such schools, and often 
deny themselves many luxuries in order that they 
may give them a good education. For it is felt 
that at such schools a boy is not only taught Icuow- 
ledgc, but is trained uji to become an unselfish 
and courageous man in after life. During term, 
which lasts for about twelve weeks, the boys live 
together, about forty in a house, under the Super- 
vi.sion of a master. There are three terras in the 
year, and the boys spend their holidays at home 
with their families. Up to the age of nine or ten 
a boy is taught in his own home ; he is then sent 
to a small school, where he will associate only with 
boys of his own age. Then when he is thirteen 
years old he will enter his public school and there 
remain till he is eighteen or nineteen. After that 
he may perhaps pass on to a University, or begin 
at once to enter upon the training required for 
some profession or business. 

This separation from his home during term time 
may seem a little hard at first, but it is a very 
good thing for the boy. As he lives with older 
and younger boys, as well as with those of his own 
age, he learns how to behave towards those who 
are in a superior or inferior position to himself ; 
he learns by experience the value of prompt obedi- 
ence, of unselfish conduct, of friendship, honesty 
and courage. His comrades are quick to find out 
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his faults, and make his life unpleasant if he fails 
to amend them. He grows self-reliant, and yet 
respectful of the feelings and opinions of otliers. 
When the time for holidays comes he apprceiales 
his home all the more for the sepaiation fi-ora it, 
and the affeotion of his father and mother is all 
the sweeter to him. 

There are similar schools for girls, but they 
arc not so large nor so numerous, since girls arc 
educated mostly in their own homes by private 
teachers, or "governesses,” a.s they are called. 

It is quite clear that an education at a public 
school must cost a good deal of money. For 
the poorer classes there arc day-schools, which are 
maintained by public money. These are of two 
kinds, the elementary schools, which tench children 
up to the age of fourteen, and the higher grade 
schools, which enable scholars whose pai-ents are 
willing to keep them at school till fourteen and 
a half or fifteen, to have a more thorough teaching 
than they could possibly get in the ordinary school. 

For the purpose.s of education the country is 
divided up into districts, and the local authorities 
of each district exact a money payment, called 
a “rate,” from the inhabitants to pa)- for the 
schools of this kind iii the district. The poor, 
of course, pay nothing, hut their children are edu- 
cated at the expense of the richer. In this way 
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ever)’ child in tlie country is given an education 
of some sort, and there is now a system by which 
the son of a poor man may pass, if he shows industry 
and ability, from an elementary school to a higher 
school, and thcncc oven to a Uuivei'sity itself, by 
moans of scholarships or gmnts of money. Tlicsc 
arc j)rovidcd in majiy cases by rich bcncfactore, 
who believe that a man may best serve his eountiy 
by providing for the good education of the young. 
Jinny of England’s mo.st famous men have thus 
risen from the iimk.s of the poor, and owed their 
rise to the gencrosily of such benefactors. 



A DAY AT A PUBLIC SCHOOL 


Let us suppose it is tlie middle of the summer 
term, the beginning of June, when the weather is 
becoming pleasantly warm, and the flowers are in 
full bloom. 

In the long dormitory, or sleeping-room, are 
twenty beds placed at intervals down the sides of 
the room. Between the beds, against the wall, are 
wooden stands, and on them basins with jugs of 
water and other necessaries for wiishing. At half- 
past six in the morning a bell is rung by a seiwant, 
who walks along the corridor outside and wakes the 
sleeping occupants of the beds. They get up, wash 
and dress, and run down the stone stairs and across 
the quad rangle, or gra.ss square, to the big hall. Here, 
at seven o’clock, all the lower school is assembled ; 
their names are read out by one of the older boys, 
and each boy answers “ Present ” when his name is 
called, A master enters, and the whole room is 
quiet. The boys are preparing their work for the 
day, reading liistor}'^, working out sums in arith- 
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metic, translating a piece of English into Latin. 
The fifth and sixth forms are not present here; 
they are composed of older boys, each of whom is 
allowed a small room of his oam wherein to prepare 
his work and read. At eight o’clock another bell 
is rung ; the master rises and goes out of the hall, 
followed by the boys in eager haste, all glad to be 
released from their labours. All enter another 
hall, where brealcfa.st is eaten. Boys who belong 
to the same hou.se sit at the same table, and at a 
table in the centre sit the prefects, members of the 
sixth or highest form in the school, boys of eighteen 
or nineteen years old, who are chosen out from 
among their follows as j)ossessed of sti'ong charac- 
ters, and, in consequence, set in authority over the 
rest of the school. Their duty is to maintain 
discipline when masters are not present, and 
generally to look after the welfare of the boys in 
their charge. After breakfast, boys stroll about, 
and talk and read till nine o’clock, when they all 
assemble once more, this time in the chapel. Here 
the headmaster and the whole school engage in 
brief religious womhip for a quarter of an hour 
every morning and evening, as a fitting beginning 
and ending of the day’s work. After “ Chapel,” as 
it is called, each class goes to its own room, and 
the form-master proceeds with the work of the day. 
This is divided up into periods of fifty minutes 
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each, and at a quarter-past twelve o’clock the 
mommg’s work is over. The quadrangle is filled 
with laughing and talking boys ; after three hours 
it is pleasant to run about freely, and talk as one 
likes. Some run aoroes to the playing fields and 
piaetise cricket ; some go off to the baths and have 
a swim ; some just walk about, or talk with ftiends. 
There is not much time to spend, for at one o'clock 
everyone must assemble in the dining-ball for 
anoliier meal, which lasts about half-au-honr. At 
two o’clock the bell rings once more, and work goes 
on again (ill four o’clock. On three days in the 
week, however, there is no afternoon school during 
tie summer terra. Now every boy changes into 
lighter clothes, and goes out into the playing fields 
to play cricket, or down to the river to row. A 
few, perhaps, play other games, but cricket and 
rowing engage the most attention. It is a rule of 
the school that every boy must take some form of 
exercise, play some game or other. So the boj^ 
ate kept healthy, and learn useful lessons of mutual 
help and endurance. For in a game each mast 
work for the good of his side, or team, alone, and 
not regard his own feelings; he must endure 
fittigue, and do his best to win, and yet learn not 
to grnmble if he loses. This is all good for the 
moral character of the boy, and this is why Englisli 
people think so highly of games. 
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At six o’clock ail are back again for tea; then 
follows chapel, and at seven the evening prepara- 
tion of work begins, and all are at work till half- 
past eight. This is the time for sujjper, a light 
meal before retiring to bed. After supper the 
younger boys go olf to their dormitories, and are 
soon asleep, while the older remain in their own 
rooms till ten or later. * 

The younger boys are, as we see, always under 
control, either of a master or a prefect, and they 
are taught to obey very rigidly. As a boy grows 
older he is believed to have learnt this lesson of 
obedience, and to be more able to give rules to 
himself and obey them. He is therefore allowed 
more liberty, and encouraged to do what is right, 
because he secs it is right, and not from' fear of 
punishment if he does Avrong. However, the rules 
of the school are very strict, and if any boy breaks 
one of them he is severely punished. These 
punishments var}’’, of course, according to the 
offence and the age of the offender. Corporal 
punishment is used if a boy is persistently dis- 
obedient or lazy. Otherwise additional work is 
given as a punishment, or leave to visit friends or 
go outside the school building is stopped. Not 
only are the bad punished, but the good are re- 
warded. We haAm seen how other boys wdio have 
shoAvn themselves of good character are promoted 
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to be prefects, and given sundiy privileges, such as 
separate rooms ; while those who gain the highest 
marks in the annual examinations are awarded 
prizes of books. 

. Boys, on the whole, are very happy in the little 
world of school, and when their time comes to 
leave it, look back with regret to their school days. 
“ Old boys ” constantly return to sec how the 
school is progressing, and take a lively interest 
in its welfare. 
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AT OXFORD 

Oxford and Camlmdgc nvc the t^YO ancient Uni- 
A’^ei’sities of England. Otliers have been founded in 
more recent timas, the Universities of Biriningliain 
and Manchester, for example, but these have not 
the history, the traditions and the fine ancient 
buildings that are po.«sessed by the older homos of 
learning, nor is the course of their studies similar. 

Let us look at O.xford for a little while. The 
city lies in a valley of the Thames, surrounded by 
streams and meadows, with low hills rising in the 
background. "Were you to look out from the top 
of one of these on a sunny day you would look 
across the valley and see a number of gray stone 
buildings with towers and sinres pointing to the 
blue sky. These are the colleges of Oxford, built 
most of them centuries ago. Modern houses and 
shops surround them, all the town of Oxford, but 
the colleges are the prominent feature of the land- 
scape and give it beauty. 

During tenn time Oxford is a busy place. Some 
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tliimsaiuls of iiii<li‘i7^:iilnati*s mu liviiijr in the 
I’nllo^es. or in otnnis. stmlyiii;; for llii*ir ilcjirc**.**. 
For many of ilinii a nvMoiwi- at Ovfitnl, wiili an 
•Jxfiiiil iltfiiivi'. is II pn-paralion for fiitniiii-c into 
aonii? ]niifi‘S<ion. luit many only romc to Oxfnnl to 
linisli ilioir cil neat ion ami enjoy the siieial life of 
the L'nivorsity. For the leaniin;; lll•■Jllirl•l| is not 
the only, i»r the jirealesl. ailvanlaite of I'liivcrsily 
life nt. Uxfoni ; hern a man may onin that far more 
valnahle 1:no\vlei1<:«>. the. kiio\vleiioi> nf |ii< ri-Him' 
men. ami of how to ileal with them iw a ;xeiitleninii 
ami man of sen.se. Fnnn the Mieiely of his fellowa 
he learns .self-eonliilenee ami ea.se in eoiiversalion ; 
eonecil or st-liishiiess an* not to|erati>il. anil a man 
soon jTijts ri<l of siieh fei}lin«s. ami aeijuiiv.s hal)it.s 
of pleasing ainl intere.stino others. From eonstaiit 
a.s.s(icintioii with men of eiiltiire ami learning, ijiiite 
aiKirf- from their set Ieetiire.s. the sluileiit gains 
almost ini|j(!n*eplil»ly a love of i*ii]|iire ami .«oniP 
of il.s fruits, lAir tin; true aim of a I’niversiiy 
tniiiiiiig is not men* knnwleilge : its end i.<( 
rather to cnahh* a man (o judge inielligenlly all 
the prolileiiis ilmi will raiiifnint him fmin time 
to time in life, and to fit, him to a.s.sisl mi.siin- 
iihly lii.s fellow-ereatnres in llic dilHonllies of 
exhtence. 

The. year at Oxford i.s divideil into lliivo terni.H 
of eight weeks caeli: a student enters from his 
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school to the University by passing the matricu- 
lation examination, and, in certain cases, another 
entrance examination set by his college. He is 
then a member of bis college, and for the next four 
years during which he is in residence at Oxford, he 
is under the tuition and care of his college tutors 
and authorities. He must pass university exams, 
from time to time, and finally enter for his degree 
examination. 

His time during these four years is fully occupied. 
In the morning he must attend lectures, and visit 
his tutor, who gives advice on the books he must 
read, and supervises his work. The afternoon is 
devoted to exercise. Every kind of game is played 
at Oxford, and rowing takes an important part in 
the athletic life of the place. In the summer there 
are boat-races, and keen competition takes place 
between the colleges. During the week of the 
races, “Eights” week, as it is called from the 
number of the rowers in each boat, the river banks 
are thronged with excited crowds cheering on the 
rival crews. At this time friends of the under- 
graduates come to visit them at Oxford, and many 
entertainments take place. 

Each college contains many rooms for its under- 
graduates, a library and common-rooms where all 
may meet together, read the papers and hold 
debates ; a hall where all the undergraduates dine 
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together every night ; and a chapel, where religious 
worship is held every morning and evening. 

Apart from his necessary reading the under- 
graduate has many other things to interest him. 
There are numerous societies which he may join, 
and the objects of these societies are very varied, 
ranging from the study of philosophy to the per- 
formance of dramas. Debates are held, and papers 
are read at their meetings, and so the student learns 
how to express his ideas in words, and gathers 
fresh opinions from the minds of his fellows. 

The college buildings are very beautiful; their 
gray stone walls and towers are carved and adorned 
with statues and figures; creeper and ivy have 
grown over many of the old walls, and their leaves 
glow with colour in the autumn. Many of the 
colleges possess lovely gardens, with trees some 
hundreds of years old, beneath which it is pleasant 
to sit in the summer and read, or discuss some 
interesting point of learning. No one can live in 
Oxford without thinking much of the past and of 
all the old scholars who walked and talked and 
worked there years ago ; of the learned men who have 
enriched its libraries with their labours’; of the 
pious benefactors who built those fine colleges and 
endowed them with their wealth. So the mind 
.becomes imbued with the love of beauty and tlie 
desire for nobleness of life, for wisdom and for 
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goodness. Surrounded by these memorials of a 
gracious past the young student resolves to be 
worthy of his predecessors, and hand on to those 
who shall come after him tlie traditions of his 
University unstained by any ignoble deed of his. 

‘‘Let knowledge grow from more to more, 

But more of reverence in us dwell ; 

Tbet mind end soul, according well, 

May make one music.'’ 



/ 

TRAVEL 

Our little visit to England is concluded. Our 
work lies elsewhere. What is the use of leaving our 
home, actually or in imagination ? 

These are days when a man may travel easily, if 
he has sufficient money, all over the world. If the 
cost of that be too great for him, he may, at least, 
read of distant lands and other j)eoples, and thus 
travel iu imagination. What good may he get there- 
by ? Now, first of all, we are, each of us, born in 
certain surroundings ; we inherit certain ideas ; we 
naturally adopt the manners and customs of those 
whom we see always in our presence. We are justly 
proud of our own country and our own traditions. 
But it frequently happens that men who have never 
known any country but their own, nor examined 
closely the daily life and customs of any other 
people than those about them, are apt to become 
intolerant and naiTow. Tliey imagine that they, 
and they alone, are always right ; that other people, 
whose customs are different, are necessarily wrong. 
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This is obviously a view of life to be avoided. No 
mail ever became good or great by contempt of 
his fellow beings ; it is absurd to suppose that all 
the millions of mankind scattered all over the 
world are wrong, and we alone are right. Besides, 
if it were so, it would be all the more oui- duty to 
help them. 

There was a time when nations lived apart, when 
there were few opportunities of intercourse between 
different countries, when eacb was self-dependent. 

That is not the case now. Means of communica- 
tion by land and sea have multiplied; trade has 
increased; the money of one country is used to 
promote the industries of another ; the manufectures 
of one people are indispensable in the daily life of 
another. No nation can exist by itself or for itself 
alone The iirosperity of the whole world is depen- 
dent upon the prosperity of its parts ; a famine in 
India, an earthquake in America, a revolution in 
Europe affect far-distant lands. 

Let us see what is meant by the money of one 
country being used to promote the industries of 
another. We wish, lot us suppose, to build a great 
railway in some part of India; we believe that 
the existence of this railway will greatly benefit 
the agriculture, and increase the prosperity of the 
country. But we have not ourselves snflicient 
money to build the’ railway. We say therefore to 
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otlier countries, “ Lend us your money to build our 
railway, and we will pay you, in return, a share of 
the profits that may arise out of the railway.” 
People of other countries lend their money, they 
“ invest ” it in the railway, as it is said. So in the 
same way when we become rich Ave likcAvise invest 
our money in foreign countries. 

That is what is meant by the phrase “mter- 
natioual finance,” and the explanation will enable us 
to see how closely the prosperity of one nation is 
bound up Avith the prosperity of another. 

Wo ought then to learn as much asAve can about 
these other countries, both because it is our duty to 
take an interest in all human beings, and also 
because it is to our OAvn adA^antage to know all 
about those in aa'Iiosc prosperity our OAvn is invoh'ed. 

When Avc know more about their AA'ays and 
customs, AA'c arc able to understand other races 
bettor. Wo see hoAv difibronce in climate renders 
necessary a change in modes of living; Ave learn 
the rea.sons for inany things Avhich before appeared 
to us unreasonable and perhaps aroused our dislike. 

So it comes about that as nations understand one 
another better they come to like one another more, 
to trust and help one another more. Thus, we see, 
wars became less and less frequent, and each country 
enjoys peace and is able to deAmlop itself in the 
w'ay that is best suited to its OAAm characteristics. 
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The arts and the literature of one race, the 
commerce and industry of another, the science and 
philosophjf of a third, all combine in the service of 
humanity, and the whole world is made better 
and happier. 

For just as we are taught to aim, not at our own 
individual v'elfare, but at the welfare of the whole 
body of our countrymen, so wc should remember 
that each country has a duty to perform in the 
great work of the world. 

Let each of us try then to love and not despise 
his fellow-man, of w'hatever race he may be, and 
endeavour to learn as much as possible of the great 
world that lies beyond our owm land. 
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